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https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6

As of March 7th:



https://www.world-heart-federation.org/resources/covid-19-transmission/



Do cleaner hospitals really mean safer hospitals? 



Healthcare Environmental Hygiene is 
Crucial for Fighting COVID-19

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Main transmission is droplets and surfaces where those droplets land or places that are touched with contaminated hands. So hand hygiene and envrionmental hygiene are key! (don’t forget social distancing)



• Viral RNA is often on surfaces, and we know 
than it can stay there for quite some time

• It is possible to keep aerosolized SARS Cov-2 
suspended in the air for a long time in 
controlled experimental conditions

• Disinfection procedures drastically lower the 
viral RNA recovered from the environment

• It is difficult to culture viable viruses from the 
environment

SARS Cov-2 in the environment



Heat/ Steam
Detergents
Alcohol
Sodium hypochlorite
Quaternary ammonium
UVGI
Others

MANY types of products kill SARS CoV-2:

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
All types of products kill SARS CoV-2- Heat, detergents, alcohol, other disinfectants, steam UV 



https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.fda.gov/media/136533/download
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0195670120300463

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Here is a list of over 300 disinfectants that worlk on SARS CoV-2 according the the US EPA, an FDA envorcement policy on disinfecting procedures and a paper of a literature review, and 



https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.fda.gov/media/136533/download
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0195670120300463


https://cfpub.epa.gov/giwiz/disinfectants/index.cfm

EPA Tool:
Can browse 
products

or

Can search by:

Ingredient
Registration #
Environment 
type

(ex. healthcare)
Contact time



Going further: automation

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
In facilities- Going further once surfaces have already been cleaned, numerous technologies available for additional protection




Is HEH cost-efficient? 
The real question is: 
What is the cost of NOT cleaning?

Investing in quality is 
worth it, both in economic 
and human terms!



In Covid-19 times, ideally we need:

• Transparent masks with equal or better efficacy
• Disinfectants that work with very little contact time and are safe for 

surfaces, humans and the environment
• Real time quality control that is cheap and accurate for environmental 

contamination
• Novel strategies to reduce human error
• Optimization of allocation of resources to where they are needed 

most
• Others…. To develop and to come





Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Sometimes there is great science that gets misinterpreted by the media. COVID is not an airborne virus, but can be aerosolized during certain medical procedures. This does not mean we need to worry about air conditioners spreading the virus etc.



The COVID infodemic: 
from masks to microchips to disinfecting roads



• Good education
• Clear protocols 
• Direct communication
• Quality control
• Constructive feedback
• A humanistic approach

Our goals for healthcare environmental hygiene

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Important to remember that this is a stressful time for everyone, especially essential workers. It’s important to be sensitive to the concerns of stressed populations. Many teams have already or will experience a large percentage of their workers leave on sick leave, so team cohesion and empowering individuals is more important now than ever.



Clean Hospitals: an integrative approach

www.CleanHospitals.com



The network : time for collaboration

TIME FOR 
COLLABORATION

Experts

Key 
stakeholders

HospitalsIndustry

Governments

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
It is imperative to develop public-private partnerships in the field of clean hospitals. Industry and academia both have a role to play in raising standards and providing hospitals with the best possible products and methods. First, currently marketed sub-standard products and agents should be suppressed. Ultimately, the difference will no longer be between good and bad products on the market, but within implementation and training of those products and technologies.




CLEAN HOSPITALS is:
a coalition of international stakeholders 

who work explicitly to promote and support
healthcare environmental hygiene 

Activities:
 Education and training 
 Specialized working groups
 Research
 Publications 
 Participation in conferences and events



Focus areas 
• Surfaces & Environment 
• Medical waste
• Air
• Textiles & non-wovens
• Water
• Sterilization & device reprocessing



Will the world adapt and work together towards more preventive 
measures to reduce the spread of pathogens and outbreaks?

• Need for a change in attitude towards infection 
prevention & control 

• How to address cost & value issues
• Improving cleaning processes and maximizing 

productivity 
• Taking a closer look at new methods and 

innovations 
• Develop evidence-based training and 

educational programmes



Cleaner Hospitals mean safer hospitals
Healthcare environmental hygiene is a key component to 
ensuring safety in pandemics

We need to focus on the real dangers and evidence-based 
best practices

We need to make sure that our interventions are safe and 
based in science
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